
  

AGENDA

Board of Wildlife Resources
Wildlife and Boat Committee

7870 Villa Park Drive
Henrico, Virginia 23228

October 21, 2026
10:00 am 

Committee Members: Mr. James Edmunds, Chair, Ms. Laura Walters, Vice Chair, Mr. Cyrus 
Baird, Ms. Marlee Dance (Alternate), Mr. James Maclin (Alternate)

DWR Staff Liaisons: Mr. Michael Lipford, Dr. Mike Bednarski, Ms. Stacey Brown, and Ms. 
Amy Martin

1. Call to Order and Welcome
Mr. Edmunds

2. Approval of August 19, 2026, Committee Meeting Minutes                Final Action
Mr. Edmunds

3. Public Comment – Non - Agenda Items
Mr. Edmunds

4. Board Member Proposal – Tracking Collars Action
Ms. Becky Gwynn

5. Stocked Trout Pre-Announcement Options
Dr. Mike Bednarski

6. Update-Public Input, Wildlife Regulations
Mr. Michael Lipford

7. Aquatics Division Update
Dr. Mike Bednarski



8. Ecosystem Conservation Program Update
Ms. Amy Martin

9. Boating Division Update
Ms. Stacey Brown 

10. Wildlife Division Update
Mr. Michael Lipford

11. Director’s Report
Mr. Ryan Brown 

12. Chair’s Report
            Mr. Edmunds

13. Next Meeting Date: Wednesday, January 13, 2027 
Mr. Edmunds

14. Additional Business/Comments
Mr. Edmunds

15. Adjournment
         Mr. Edmunds
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Draft Meeting Minutes

Wildlife and Boat Committee
Board of Wildlife Resources

7870 Villa Park Drive – Board Room
Henrico, VA  23228

August 19, 2026
9:30 am

Present: Mr. James Edmunds, Chair, Ms. Laura Walters, Vice Chair, Mr. Cyrus Baird, Ms. 
Marlee Dance, (Alternate) Mr. James Maclin, (Alternate); Board Members in attendance: Mr. 
Woody Woodall,  Mr. Jon Cooper, Mr. Lynwood Broaddus;  Executive Director: Mr. Ryan 
Brown; Deputy Directors: Ms. Becky Gwynn and Mr. Darin Moore; Director’s Working 
Group: Dr. Mike Bednarski, Ms. Stacey Brown, Mr. George Braxton, Mr. Michael Lipford, Ms. 
Shelby Crouch, Mr. Paul Kugelman, Mr. Bob Smet

The Committee Chair called the meeting to order at 9:00 am and welcomed everyone.  The Chair 
noted for the record that a Quorum was present for today’s meeting. 

Approval of the May 20, 2026, Committee Meeting Minutes: 

The Chair called for a motion to approve the May 20, 2026, Wildlife and Boat Committee 
minutes. Ms. Baird made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 18, 2026, committee 
meeting. Mr. Edmunds seconded the motion.  Ayes: Cooper, Edmunds, Walters, Wampler, 
Broaddus 

Public Comment - Non-Agenda Item: The Chair called for Public Comment – Non-Agenda 
Items. 

 Mr. Gary Kimberlin spoke regarding Hound Hunting (P)
 Mr. Robert Akers spoke regarding Staff Recommendations for Wildlife Regulation 

amendments  (P)
  

Staff Recommendations for Sportfish Regulation Amendments:

The Chair called on Dr. Mike Bednarski for Sportfish Regulation Amendments.

Dr. Bednarski gave the Sportfish Regulation Amendments.



2

After comments and questions, the Chair thanked Dr. Bednarski for his Staff Recommendations.

The Chair called for a motion.  Mr. Edmunds made a motion, Mr. Chair, I move that the Wildlife 
and Boat Committee recommend to the Board of Wildlife Resources that the updates to Sportfish 
Regulations  Amendments, as presented by staff, be put out for public comment.  It was 
seconded by Ms. Walters.

Ayes: Cooper, Edmunds, Walters, Broaddus, Wampler

Staff Recommendations for Boating Regulation Amendments:

The Chair called on Ms. Stacey Brown to give Staff Recommendations for Boating.

Ms. Brown gave the Staff Recommendations on Boating.

After comments and questions, the Chair thanked Ms. Brown for her Staff recommendations.

The Chair called for a motion. Ms. Walters made a motion, Mr. Chair, I move that the Wildlife 
& Boat Committee recommend to the Board of Wildlife Resources that the updates to Boating 
Regulations Amendments as presented by staff be put out for public comment.  It was seconded 
by Mr. Edmunds.  Ayes:   Cooper, Edmunds, Wampler, Walters, Broaddus

Staff Recommendations for Nongame Regulation Amendments:

The Chair called on Ms. Amy Martin to give Staff Recommendations for Nongame.

Ms. Martin gave the Staff Recommendations on Nongame Regulation Amendments.

After comments and questions, the Chair thanked Ms. Martin for her Staff Recommendations.

The Chair called for a motion.  Mr. Edmunds made a motion, Mr. Chair, I move that the Wildlife 
& Boat Committee recommend to the Board of Wildlife Resources that the updates to Nongame 
Staff Regulations as presented by staff be put out for public comment.    It was second by Ms. 
Walters.    Ayes:  Cooper, Edmunds, Wampler, Walters, Broaddus

Staff Recommendations for Wildlife Regulation Amendments:

The Chair called on Ms. Katie Martin to give Staff Recommendations for Wildlife Regulation 
Amendments.

Ms. Martin gave the Staff Recommendations on the Wildlife Regulations Amendments.

After comments and questions, the Chair thanked Ms. Martin for her Staff Recommendations.
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The Chair called for a motion.  Mr. Cooper made a motion.  I move that the Wildlife & Boat 
Committee recommend to the Board of Wildlife Resources that the updates to Wildlife 
Regulation Amendments as presented by staff be put out for public comment. It was second by 
Ms. Walters.    Ayes:  Cooper, Edmunds, Wampler, Walters, Broaddus

Stocked Trout Management Plan:

The Chair called on Dr. Mike Bednarski to present the Stocked Trout Management Plan.
Dr. Bednarski presented the Stocked Trout Management Plan.

After comments and questions, the Chair thanked Dr. Bednarski for his presentation.

Good Neighbor Agreement:

The Chair called on Mr. Steve Living for a presentation.

Mr. Living gave a presentation explaining the Good Neighbor Agreement that DWR is looking 
to join with other agencies to benefit all and to reduce risk to public health and safety, benefit 
local economies, and restore recreational access and opportunities.

After comments and questions, the Chair thanked Mr. Living for his presentation.

CWD Update:

The Chair called on Ms. Alexandra Lombard for an update.

Ms. Lombard gave an update on Chronic Waste Disease.  Her update provided information on 
finds and any expected changes for the next season.

After comments and questions, the Chair thanked Ms. Lombard for her update.

Bear Mange Update:   The Chair called on Mr. Carl Tugend for a Bear Mange Update.

Mr. Carl Tugend gave a Bear Mange Update covering topics that included a summary of the 
2025 mange reports, updates to agency response protocols, and collaborative mange research 
updates.

After comments and questions, the Chair thanked Mr. Tugend for his update.
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Fall Turkey Workgroup & Spring Harvest Update:  The Chair called on Mr. Mike Dye for an 
Update.

Mr. Dye gave an Update on the Fall Turkey Workgroup and Spring Harvest providing an update 
on the Turkey Program Update and Spring Harvest Report and efforts to include the process to 
re-evaluate fall turkey hunting seasons, He provided the final spring turkey harvest totals from 
the recent 2026 hunting season.

After comments and questions, the Chair thanked Mr. Dye for his update.

Chair’s Report: The Chair asked if there were any additional business or comments and hearing 
none, he announced the meeting date will be Wednesday, August 19, 2026 and adjourned the 
meeting at 11:30 am.

Respectfully Submitted,
Frances Boswell

/s/



4VAC15-40-310 (new)

Game: In General: Tracking collars for coyote, bear and deer hunting with dogs

Summary:  

The Board would propose and seek a 30-day public comment period on a potential new 
regulation requiring that coyote, deer and bear hunters using dogs use GPS tracking in those 
areas of Virginia where deer hunting with hounds is permitted.

Recommended     language     of     proposed     regulation:      

4VAC15-40-310     (new)     Tracking     collars     for   coyote,   bear     and     deer     hunting     with     dogs      

A. East of the Blue Ridge Mountains, except in the counties or portions of counties (including cities 
and towns within) where deer hunting with dogs is prohibited pursuant to 4VAC15-90-260, 
subsection A, any dog not under physical restraint that is being used to hunt coyote, bear or deer 
shall have a fully functional Global Positioning System (GPS) tracking device affixed to it.

B. Tracking     is     required     from     the     casting     of     the     dog     until     recovery.         Tracking     may     be     suspended   
where signal is lost but shall resume when signal is reacquired.

Discussion:  
This proposal would require that coyote, deer and bear hunters use GPS tracking on any dogs 
actively engaged in the hunt east of the “dog line.” GPS is the current best technology for hunters to 
track their dogs that is in widespread (though not universal) use. It aids in dog recovery both by 
showing location of the dog and tracking the dogs’ movement patterns, which assists in predicting 
where the dogs may be going to help facilitate recovery at opportune places. It also allows a hunter, 
should they desire, to show where their dogs have been (and also have not been) over the course of a 
hunt if that is in question. This proposal does not supersede or negate any other laws or regulations 
related to use of hounds in hunting.

As this technology has evolved, other features (e.g., toning/corrective abilities) have become 
available. This proposal does not require these advanced features, simply basic GPS tracking 
capabilities.

A requirement for the use of electronic tracking collars received considerable support in voting 
by the Stakeholder Advisory Committee, though full consensus was not achieved (Proposal 
5.10). Notably, in the SAC discussion, both GPS and older telemetry collars were discussed. 
This proposal includes only the newer GPS technology which offers significant advantages.
Should this proposal be advanced, public comments received on this subject would be considered 
following the comment period.
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