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Presentation Scope

• Overview of the current state of the law where property rights 

and hound hunting intersect

• Not intended to make you an expert

• Intended to inform your discussions and recommendations

• Nothing presented is legal advice

• This presentation is not the formation of an attorney-

client relationship
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Legislation and Regulations

• What follows is an overview of laws that intersect property rights and hound 

hunting.

• This is  not intended to be an all-inclusive presentation of all  laws that must be 

followed by a hunter; just those that are most pertinent to the committee’s 

discussions.  For instance,  it  does not include license requirements,  bag limits,  

etc.

• Topics to be covered

• Crimes against Real Property

• Crimes against Personal Property

• Applicable Hunting Laws and Regulations
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Crimes against Real Property

• Any person who goes on the lands, waters, ponds, boats or blinds 

of another to hunt, fish or trap without the consent of the 

landowner or his agent shall be deemed guilty of a Class 3 

misdemeanor. §  18.2-132.

• Any person who goes on the lands, waters, ponds, boats or blinds 

of another, which have been posted in accordance with the 

provisions of § 18.2-134.1, to hunt, fish or trap except with the 

written consent of or in the presence of the owner or his agent 

shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. §  18.2-134
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Crimes against Real Property

• Any person who goes on the lands, waters, ponds, boats or blinds 

of another to hunt, fish, or trap and willfully refuses to identify 

himself when requested by the landowner or his agent to do 

so shall be deemed guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor. §  18.2-133
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Crimes against Real Property

• Fox hunters and raccoon hunters,  when the chase begins on other lands,  may 

follow their dogs on prohibited lands,  and hunters of  all other game, when the 

chase begins on other lands, may go upon prohibited lands to retrieve their dogs,  

.  .  .  but may not carry f irearms or bows and arrows on their persons or hunt any 

game while thereon. The use of  vehicles to retrieve dogs,  on prohibited lands 

shall  be allowed only with the permission of the landowner or his agent.  

Any person who goes on prohibited lands to retrieve his dogs.  .  . pursuant to this 

section and who willfully refuses to identify himself  when requested by the 

landowner or his agent to do so is guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor.§  18.2-136
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Crimes against Real Property

• Any person who intentionally releases hunting dogs on the lands 

of another which have been posted in accordance with the provisions of §

18.2-134.1 to hunt without the consent of the landowner or his agent is 

guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor. A second or subsequent violation of this 

section within three years is a Class 1 misdemeanor and, upon conviction, 

the court shall revoke such person’s hunting or trapping license for a 

period of one year. The fact that hunting dogs are present on the lands of 

another alone is not sufficient evidence to prove that the person acted 

intentionally. §  18.2-132.1



V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  W i l d l i f e  R e s o u r c e s   •   w w w . d w r . v i r g i n i a . g o v 10

Crimes against Personal Property
• The Comprehensive Animal Care Laws (3.2-6500 et 

seq.) contain various provisions related to the care of and acts of 

cruelty to animals, including hunting dogs.

• It is unlawful to ill-treat, torture, willfully inflict inhumane injury 

or pain, cruelly or unnecessarily beat, maim, mutilate, or kill 

animals addressed by the CAC laws.

• It is also unlawful to deprive any animal of necessary food, 

drink, shelter, or emergency veterinary treatment.

• Various authorities are also granted to localities to carry out the 

laws.
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Crimes against Personal Property

Any person who removes an electronic or radio transmitting 

device from a dog . . . without the permission of the owner and with 

the intent to prevent or hinder the owner from locating the dog . . . 

is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. Upon a finding of guilt, the 

court shall order that the defendant pay as restitution the actual 

value of any dog . . . lost or killed as a result of such removal. The 

court may also order restitution to the owner for any lost breeding 

revenues. § 18.2-97.1
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Applicable Hunting Laws and Regulations
§ 29.1-520. Times for hunting

A. . . . Bears may be hunted without capturing or taking from 4:00 

a.m. until 10:00 p.m. during bear hound training season.

. . .

C. A violation of this section shall be punishable as a Class 3 

misdemeanor.
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Applicable Hunting Laws and Regulations

4VAC15-50-110. Use of dogs in hunting bear.
A .  I t  s h a l l  b e  u n l a w f u l  t o  u s e  d o g s  f o r  t h e  h u n t i n g  o f  b e a r  o n  t h e  S a t u r d a y  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t h i r d  M o n d a y  i n N o v e m b e r  a n d  f o r  

1 5  c o n s e c u t i v e  d a y s  f o l l o w i n g  i n  t h e  c o u n t i e s  w e s t  o f  t h e  B l u e  R i d g e  M o u n t a i n s  a n d  i n  t h e C o u n t i e s  o f  A m h e r s t  ( w e s t  o f  

B u s i n e s s  U . S .  2 9  f r o m  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  t o  i t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  U . S .  2 9  j u s t  s o u t h  o f t h e  t o w n  o f  A m h e r s t  c o n t i n u i n g  n o r t h  

o n  U . S .  2 9  t o  t h e  T y e  R i v e r ) ,  B e d f o r d ,  a n d  N e l s o n  ( w e s t  o f  R o u t e  1 5 1 ) a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s ,  

e x c e p t  t h a t  t r a c k i n g  d o g s  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  § 2 9 . 1 - 5 1 6 . 1 o f  t h e C o d e  o f  V i r g i n i a  m a y  b e  u s e d .

B .  I t  s h a l l  b e  u n l a w f u l  t o  u s e  d o g s  f o r  t h e  h u n t i n g  o f  b e a r  o n  t h e S a t u r d a y  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t h i r d  M o n d a y  i n N o v e m b e r  a n d  f o r  

1 3  c o n s e c u t i v e  d a y s  f o l l o w i n g  i n  t h e  C o u n t i e s  o f  G r e e n e  a n d  M a d i s o n ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t r a c k i n g d o g s  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  § 2 9 . 1 -

5 1 6 . 1 o f  t h e  C o d e  o f  V i r g i n i a  m a y  b e  u s e d .

C .  I t  s h a l l  b e  u n l a w f u l  t o  u s e  d o g s  f o r  t h e  h u n t i n g  o f  b e a r  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e n  s e a s o n  p r e s c r i b e d  i n 4 V A C 1 5 - 5 0 - 1 1 i n  t h e  

C o u n t i e s  o f  C a m p b e l l  ( w e s t  o f  N o r f o l k  S o u t h e r n  R a i l r o a d ) ,  C a r r o l l  ( e a s t  o f  t h e  N e w  R i v e r ) ,  F a i r f a x , F l o y d ,  F r a n k l i n ,  

G r a y s o n  ( e a s t  o f  t h e  N e w  R i v e r ) ,  H e n r y ,  L o u d o u n ,  M o n t g o m e r y  ( s o u t h  o f  I n t e r s t a t e  8 1 ) ,  P a t r i c k , P i t t s y l v a n i a  ( w e s t  o f  

N o r f o l k  S o u t h e r n  R a i l r o a d ) ,  P u l a s k i  ( s o u t h  o f  I n t e r s t a t e  8 1 ) ,  R o a n o k e  ( s o u t h  o f  I n t e r s t a t e 8 1 ) ,  a n d  W y t h e  ( s o u t h e a s t  o f  

t h e  N e w  R i v e r  o r  t h a t  p a r t  b o u n d e d  b y  R o u t e  2 1  o n  t h e  w e s t ,  I n t e r s t a t e  8 1  o n t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e  c o u n t y  l i n e  o n  t h e  e a s t ,  t h e  

N e w  R i v e r  o n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t ,  a n d  C r i p p l e  C r e e k  o n  t h e  s o u t h ) ;  i n  t h e C i t y  o f  L y n c h b u r g ;  a n d  o n  A m e l i a ,  C h e s t e r  F .  P h e l p s ,  

G .  R i c h a r d  T h o m p s o n ,  a n d  P e t t i g r e w  W i l d l i f e  M a n a g e m e n t A r e a s ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t r a c k i n g  d o g s  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  § 2 9 . 1 - 5 1 6 . 1 o f  

t h e  C o d e  o f  V i r g i n i a  m a y  b e  u s e d .
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Applicable Hunting Laws and Regulations

4VAC15-50-120. Bear hound training season.
A .  I t  s h a l l  b e  l a w f u l  t o  c h a s e  b l a c k  b e a r  w i t h  d o g s ,  w i t h o u t  c a p t u r i n g  o r  t a k i n g ,  f r o m  A u g u s t  1  t h r o u g h  t h e  l a s t  S a t u r d a y  

i n S e p t e m b e r ,  b o t h  d a t e s  i n c l u s i v e ,  i n  t h e  C o u n t i e s  o f  A l b e m a r l e ,  A l l e g h a n y ,  A m h e r s t ,  A u g u s t a ,  B a t h ,  B e d f o r d ,  B l a n d ,  

B o t e t o u r t , B r u n s w i c k ,  B u c h a n a n ,  C a r r o l l ,  C h a r l o t t e ,  C r a i g ,  C u l p e p e r ,  D i c k e n s o n ,  F l o y d ,  F r a n k l i n ,  G i l e s ,  G r a y s o n  ( e a s t  o f  

R o u t e  1 6 ) , G r e e n e ,  G r e e n s v i l l e ,  H i g h l a n d ,  L e e ,  L u n e n b u r g ,  M a d i s o n ,  M e c k l e n b u r g ,  M o n t g o m e r y ,  N e l s o n ,  P a g e ,  P u l a s k i ,  

R a p p a h a n n o c k , R o a n o k e  ( w e s t  o f  I - 8 1 ) ,  R o c k b r i d g e ,  R o c k i n g h a m ,  R u s s e l l ,  S c o t t ,  S h e n a n d o a h ,  S m y t h  ( e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  p a r t  

s o u t h e a s t  o f  I - 8 1 a n d  w e s t  o f  S t a t e  R o u t e  1 6 ) ,  T a z e w e l l ,  W a r r e n ,  W a s h i n g t o n  ( n o r t h w e s t  o f  I - 8 1 ) ,  W i s e ,  a n d  W y t h e  a n d  i n  

t h e  C i t i e s  o f C h e s a p e a k e ,  S u f f o l k ,  a n d  V i r g i n i a  B e a c h .

B .  I t  s h a l l  b e  l a w f u l  t o  c h a s e  b l a c k  b e a r  w i t h  d o g s ,  w i t h o u t  c a p t u r i n g  o r  t a k i n g ,  f r o m  t h e  S a t u r d a y  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t h i r d  

M o n d a y  i n N o v e m b e r  a n d  f o r  1 4  d a y s  f o l l o w i n g ,  b o t h  d a t e s  i n c l u s i v e ,  i n  t h e  C o u n t i e s  o f  A m e l i a ,  A p p o m a t t o x ,  B u c k i n g h a m ,  

B r u n s w i c k , C a m p b e l l  ( e a s t  o f  t h e  N o r f o l k  S o u t h e r n  R a i l r o a d ) ,  C h a r l e s  C i t y ,  C h a r l o t t e ,  C u m b e r l a n d ,  D i n w i d d i e ,  E s s e x ,  

G l o u c e s t e r , G r e e n s v i l l e ,  H a l i f a x ,  I s l e  o f  W i g h t ,  J a m e s  C i t y ,  K i n g  a n d  Q u e e n ,  K i n g  G e o r g e ,  K i n g  W i l l i a m ,  L a n c a s t e r ,  

L u n e n b u r g ,  M a t h e w s , M e c k l e n b u r g ,  M i d d l e s e x ,  N e w  K e n t ,  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d ,  N o t t o w a y ,  P i t t s y l v a n i a  ( e a s t  o f  t h e  N o r f o l k  

S o u t h e r n  R a i l r o a d ) ,  P r i n c e E d w a r d ,  P r i n c e  G e o r g e ,  R i c h m o n d ,  S o u t h a m p t o n ,  S u r r y ,  S u s s e x ,  W e s t m o r e l a n d ,  a n d  Y o r k .

C .  I t  s h a l l  b e  u n l a w f u l  t o  h a v e  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  a  f i r e a r m ,  b o w ,  c r o s s b o w ,  o r  a n y  w e a p o n  c a p a b l e  o f  t a k i n g  a  b l a c k  b e a r  

w h i l e p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  b e a r  h o u n d  t r a i n i n g  s e a s o n .  T h e  m e a n i n g  o f  " p o s s e s s i o n "  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  

i n c l u d e h a v i n g  a  f i r e a r m ,  b o w ,  c r o s s b o w ,  o r  a n y  w e a p o n  c a p a b l e  o f  t a k i n g  a  b l a c k  b e a r  i n  o r  o n  o n e ' s  p e r s o n ,  v e h i c l e ,  o r  

c o n v e y a n c e .
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Applicable Hunting Laws and Regulations
§  29.1-516. Game animals [excerpt].
• T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  s h a l l  a p p l y  t o  t h e  k i l l i n g  a n d  h u n t i n g  o f  t h e p a r t i c u l a r  g a m e a n i m a l s  l i s t e d :

• B l a c k  b e a r .  - -  A  b l a c k  b e a r  m a y  b e  k i l l e d  b y  a n y  p e r s o n  w h e n  ( i )  i t  i s  i n f l i c t i ng  o r  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  

i n f l i c t i n j u r y  t o  a  p e r s o n  o r  ( i i )  w h e n  a  p e r s o n  i s  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  b e a r  c o m m e n c e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  

a f t e r  t h e c o m m i s s i o n  o f  s u c h  o f f e n s e .  A n y  p e r s o n  k i l l i n g  a  b e a r  u n d e r  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  

i m m e d i a t e l y  r e p o r t t h e  k i l l i n g  t o  a  s t a t e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r .

• D e e r .  - -  I t  i s  u n l a w f u l  f o r  a  p e r s o n  t o  k i l l  o r  a t t e m p t  t o  k i l l  a  d e e r  i n  t h e  w a t e r  o f  a n y  s t r e a m ,  

l a k e ,  o r p o n d .  I t  i s  u n l a w f u l  t o  h u n t  d e e r  w i t h  d o g s  i n  t h e  c o u n t i e s  w e s t  o f  t h e  B l u e  R i d g e  

M o u n t a i n s .

• F o x .  - -  T h e r e  i s  a  c o n t i n u o u s  o p e n  s e a s o n  f o r  h u n t i n g  w i t h  d o g s  o n l y .  T h e  h u n t i n g  o r  p u r s u i t  o f  

f o x e s s h a l l  m e a n  t h e  a c t u a l  f o l l o w i n g  o f  t h e  d o g s  w h i l e  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  a  f o x  o r  f o x e s  o r  t h e  

m a n a g i n g  o f  t h e d o g  o r  d o g s ,  i n c l u d i n g b y  t h e  u s e  o f a  G l o b a l  P o s i t i o n i n g  S y s t e m  ( G P S )  o r  o t h e r  

e l e c t r o n i c  t r a c k i n g d e v i c e ,  w h i l e  t h e  f o x  o r  f o x e s  a r e  b e i n g  h u n t e d  o r  p u r s u e d .  N o t h i n g  i n  t h i s  

s e c t i o n  s h a l l  p r e c l u d e  t h e m a n a g i n g  o f  d o g s b y  t h e  u s e  o f a  G P S  o r  o t h e r  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a c k i n g  

d e v i c e  b y  h u n t e r s  w h e n  h u n t i n g o t h e r  g a m e  a n i m a l s .  F o x e s  m a y  b e  k i l l e d  a t  a n y  t i m e  b y  t h e  

o w n e r  o r  t e n a n t  o f  a n y  l a n d  w h e n  s u c h a n i m a l s  a r e  d o i n g  d a m a g e  t o  d o m e s t i c  s t o c k  o r  f o w l .
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Applicable Hunting Laws and Regulations

4VAC15-90-260. Hunting with dogs prohibited in certain counties 

and areas.
A .  G e n e r a l l y .  I t  s h a l l  b e  u n l a w f u l  t o  h u n t  d e e r  w i t h  d o g s  i n  t h e  c o u n t i e s  o f  A m h e r s t  ( w e s t  o f B u s i n e s s  U . S .  

2 9  f r o m  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  t o  i t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  U . S .  2 9  j u s t  s o u t h  o f  t h e T o w n  o f  A m h e r s t  c o n t i n u i n g  

n o r t h  o n  U . S .  2 9  t o  t h e  T y e  R i v e r ) ,  B e d f o r d ,  C a m p b e l l  ( w e s t  o f N o r f o l k  S o u t h e r n  R a i l r o a d ,  a n d  i n  t h e  C i t y  

o f  L y n c h b u r g ) ,  F a i r f a x ,  F r a n k l i n ,  H e n r y ,  L o u d o u n , N e l s o n  ( w e s t  o f  R o u t e  1 5 1 ) ,  N o r t h a m p t o n ,  P a t r i c k  a n d  

P i t t s y l v a n i a  ( w e s t  o f  N o r f o l k S o u t h e r n  R a i l r o a d ) ;  a n d  o n  t h e  A m e l i a ,  C h e s t e r  F .  P h e l p s ,  G .  R i c h a r d  

T h o m p s o n  a n d P e t t i g r e w  W i l d l i f e  M a n a g e m e n t  A r e a s ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t r a c k i n g  d o g s  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  § 2 9 . 1 -

5 1 6 . 1 o f  t h e  C o d e  o f  V i r g i n i a  m a y  b e  u s e d .

B .  S p e c i a l  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  G r e e n e  a n d  M a d i s o n  c o u n t i e s .  I t  s h a l l  b e  u n l a w f u l  t o  h u n t  d e e r w i t h  d o g s  o n  t h e  

S a t u r d a y  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t h i r d  M o n d a y  i n  N o v e m b e r  a n d  f o r  1 3  c o n s e c u t i v e d a y s  f o l l o w i n g  i n  t h e  G r e e n e  a n d  

M a d i s o n  C o u n t i e s ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t r a c k i n g  d o g s  a s  d e f i n e d  i n § 2 9 . 1 - 5 1 6 . 1 o f  t h e  C o d e  o f  V i r g i n i a  m a y  b e  

u s e d .

C .  I t  s h a l l  b e  u n l a w f u l  t o  h u n t  d e e r  w i t h  d o g s  i n  a n y  c o u n t y  o r  c i t y  d u r i n g  o p e n  d e e r  s e a s o n f o r  a n t l e r l e s s  

d e e r  o n l y  a s  d e f i n e d  i n 4 V A C 1 5 - 9 0 - 1 0 .
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Applicable Hunting Laws and Regulations

• By way of  general  overview,  hunters  should not  be  hunting with  dogs  on Sundays or during 

any archery  or  muzzle loader  season i f  us ing that  tackle .  There  is  an exception for  the  use  

of  tracking dogs  to  f ind wounded game. §  29.1-516.1

• Tracking dogs  maintained and control led on a  lead may be  used to  f ind a wounded or  dead 

bear,  turkey,  or  deer  statewide during any archery, muzzle loader,  or  f irearm bear,  turkey,  

or  deer  hunting season,  or  within 24 hours of  the  end of  such season, provided that those  

who are  involved in  the  retr ieval ef fort  have  permission to  hunt  on or  to  access  the  land 

being searched. A l icensed hunter  who is  engaged in  such tracking may have in  his  

possession a  weapon permitted under this  t i t le  and may use  such weapon to  humanely  ki l l  

the wounded bear,  deer,  or  turkey being tracked,  including after  legal  shooting 

hours . Such weapon shal l  not  be  used to  hunt,  wound,  or  ki l l  any animal  other  than 

the animal  that  the  hunter  is  tracking,  except  in  se l f-defense. §  29.1-516.1
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Applicable Hunting Laws and Regulations

• Any person engaged in lawful hunting with a dog shall ensure that 

the dog has a tag identifying the name of the owner or custodian 

and a current phone number. The tag shall be securely fastened to 

a substantial collar by the owner or custodian and worn by such 

dog. § 29.1-516.2
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Applicable Hunting Laws and Regulations 
• Local Ordinances—the Code of Virginia empowers localities to 

enact various laws that apply to hunting within their 

jurisdictions.  For example:

• Local firearms Ordinances governing weapon types that may be 

used.

• Hunting within certain distances of roadways.

• Compilation of these ordinances can be found on pages 23-25 of 

the Hunting and Trapping in Virginia Digest (July 2023-June 

2024).
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Additional Information

• Hunting with Hounds in Virginia: a way forward, Technical Report (November 

2008),  Chapter 5 – Legal Aspects (note that there have been a few changes since 

that time)

• Hunting & Trapping in Virginia (July 2023-June 2024),  pp. 15 

(Sunday Hunting); 17-18 (Hunting with Dogs,  Training Dogs); 22 

(Other Weapons Usage); 28 (Bear Hunting – Archery – Legal Methods 

and Restrictions; Youth and Apprentice Bear Hunting Weekend); 29 

(Bear Hunting – Muzzleloader – Legal Methods and Restrictions);  and 37 (Youth 

and Apprentice Deer Hunting Weekend).
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Questions
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