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A bird in the hand is worth  

two in the bush. 
 
 
 

Wise as an owl. 
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The goose that laid the  

golden egg 
 
 
 

Like water off a  
duck’s back 
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One swallow does not  

make a summer 
 
 
 

Light as a feather 
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"The opportunity to see geese 

is more important than 
television" Aldo Leopold 
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A bird does not sing because it 
has an answer. It sings because 

it has a song. Chinese 

 
Don’t count your chickens 

before they hatch 
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The law locks up the man who 

steals the goose from the 
commons, but lets go free he 
who steals the commons from 

the goose. 
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        Something worth  

crowing about. 
 
 

Run around like a chicken  
with its head cut off 
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A bird may be known  

by its flight. (Russian) 
 

   
 

Eagle eye 
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A chattering bird  
builds no nest. 

(Cameroonian) 
 
 
 
 

What’s good for  
the goose is good for  

the gander. 
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Naked as a jay bird. 

 

 
 
 

Go to bed  
      with the chickens 
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  Proud as a peacock 

 
 
 

 A wild goose chase 
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An early bird catches 

 the worm 
 
 

 

 
    As the crow flies 
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Listen to all, plucking a feather from every 
passing goose, but follow no one 

absolutely. (Chinese) 
 
 
 

Keep a green tree in your heart 
and perhaps a singing  
bird will come.  (Chinese) 
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   Crazy as a loon 
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A bird may be known by its 
flight. (Russian) 

 

Like a hawk watches  
chickens 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Having all your ducks  
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in a row 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

That’s for the birds 
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Light as a Feather 
Flying WILD Activity page 78 

 
 

 Cultures around the world include birds in sayings. 
 Look at the illustrations and state the matching 

quotation or saying. 
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